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Diplomate status in the Low Vision Section of the American Academy of Optometry is a recognition of academic and practical achievement by Academy Fellows in the assessment and management of the rehabilitation needs of persons with impaired vision.  The objectives of the Clinical Low Vision Diplomate Program are to develop and maintain a core group of Fellows who have demonstrated broad expertise in the care of the visually impaired.  

This section also welcomes Fellows who have expertise in low vision but who are primarily researchers to become candidates for the Research Low Vision Diplomate Program.   A copy of the Research Low Vision Diplomate Program Candidate's Guide is available from the current program chairperson or the AAO website. (See officer listings at the end of this guide or on the Academy website.) 

Participation in the Clinical Low Vision Diplomate Program can provide a rewarding learning experience and a satisfying recognition of competency.  Additionally, it offers opportunities to meet colleagues from many parts of the country and world who share mutual interests and concerns and with whom collaboration can be conducted with great confidence.  Clinical Low Vision Diplomates work and practice in a wide range of settings, including private practices, schools and colleges of optometry, hospitals, and rehabilitation agencies. 

After successfully completing the program, Diplomates are expected to stay abreast of new developments and remain engaged in the field, including acceptance of responsibilities and leadership in lecturing, writing, and teaching within the Academy and within its Low Vision Section.  Diplomates are expected to participate in Annual Academy Meetings and must renew their qualifications every five years by documenting continued activity in low vision rehabilitation as a way to help ensure that status as a Clinical Low Vision Diplomate always reflects a high standard of expertise. 


The Low Vision Section encourages all Fellows of the Academy with interest and expertise in low vision rehabilitation to become applicants to the Clinical Low Vision Diplomate Program. 
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I.  Requirements for Becoming a Candidate for Diplomate Status
There are specific eligibility requirements for Fellows who wish to become Candidates for the Clinical Low Vision Diplomate Program.  Potential candidates should carefully review their own credentials before applying to this Diplomate Program to determine if additional experience should precede application.

Eligibility:

1.  Fellowship in the American Academy of Optometry is required.

2.  Significant involvement in clinical low vision care is required and must be documented on the Application (must complete Direct Patient Care & Clinical Teaching point form at bottom of page 3 of the application).  Specifically, applicants must use the following point system to document at least five points worth of low vision clinical exposure, with no more than four points occurring in any one year:  


Direct patient care:  one point per half day per week for one year 
Clinical teaching:   one point per half day per week for one year for clinical teaching of students or residents in a recognized institution or externship.

3.  Significant engagement in professional activities related to low vision rehabilitation is recommended and must be documented in the Curriculum Vitae submitted.  To become a Candidate, applicants must have participated in at least two of the following low vision activities--publication, teaching, public presentations, community service, professional service, and residency training.  Substantial deficiencies may indicate that further experience is required or may simply highlight areas for growth in the candidacy process.

4.  Submission of your current curriculum vitae is required.  This document should include specific activities relevant to the above eligibility criteria.


5.  Payment of a nonrefundable application fee of $100.00 must accompany the Application (see page 3 of this Guide).   When submitting your application, include a check for $100.00 made payable to:  American Academy of Optometry .

Application Deadline:   Applications can be submitted at any time, but should be submitted by June 1 if the applicant seeks to sit for any examinations at the annual Academy meeting which occurs in late Fall of that year.

II.  Application


American Academy of Optometry
Clinical Low Vision Diplomate Program
Name:  _____________________________________________________      Date:  __________ 

Office address:  _________________________________________________________________ 

  _____________________________________________________________________________
  _____________________________________________________________________________ 

Office phone:  ________________________   Cell phone:  ______________________________ 

Office fax:  ______________________  E-mail: _______________________________________  

Home address:  _________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Home phone:  __________________________________________________________ 

 NOTE:  All correspondence will be sent by email  

Be sure to attach:   
[  ]Curriculum Vitae with description of low vision activities (see Requirement 3 under Eligibility)

[  ]Check for $100.00 payable to "American Academy of Optometry" . 
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I understand that I have five (5) years, which includes the next five (5) Annual Academy 

Meetings, to complete the requirements for Clinical Low Vision Diplomate.  I understand that if I do not complete requirements for Diplomate status within the requisite five year period, I can apply for an automatic two year extension and pay a fee equal to that of new applicants to the Diplomate Program.  Subsequently, if requirements are not completed by the end of that two year extension, I must re-apply and start again from the beginning, if I plan to continue in the Diplomate Program. 

Signature______________________________________   Date____________________




Return completed application with CV and check to the Vice Chairperson of the Low Vision 

Diplomate Program:   

Robert B. Greer, O.D., F.A.A.O.
University of California 
School of Optometry
360 Minor Hall
Berkeley, California 94720-2020, USA
Ph: 510-643-1062
Fax: 510-643-5109
Email: rbgreer@berkeley.edu


