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6110 Executive Boulevard, Suite 506 ( Rockville, MD  20852, USA ( Tel (301) 984-4734 ( Fax (301) 984-3747 ( AOF@aaoptom.org

2012
William C. Ezell Fellowship
PURPOSE:

To encourage talented persons to pursue full-time careers in optometric research and education in schools and colleges of optometry, the American Optometric Foundation (AOF) offers fellowships to graduate students (primarily optometrists) who are in a full-time program of study and training in research that leads to the Masters or Ph.D. degree in vision science or a related field.  Currently, fellowships are awarded in amounts up to $8,000 for the period of September through August. Reapplication can lead to funding for an additional year, however; only under exceptional circumstances will recipients be funded for a third year. 

The Ezell Fellowship awards are extremely competitive. Typically, there are up to 50 applicants and only ten Fellowships are awarded.  

NOTE:  Deadline for receipt of applications is March 16, 2012.

American Optometric Foundation

William C. Ezell Fellowship

Renewal application (yes/no)? 


Name: 


Tel. Day:  


(as you would like it to appear in all publications)
Degree:   ________________________________________


(as you would like it to appear in all publications)

Cell:  

Current Address:

Fax:  




E-mail:  

The following with this application:

1.  Three letters of recommendation from persons qualified to comment on your educational qualifications, research abilities and potential, and current and future teaching capabilities. These should be emailed separately from your application.  (Renewal applicants: one of three letters must be advisor’s letter commenting on progress.)
2.  A one-page statement in which you describe your educational objectives, future research and/or teaching interest, and career objectives.  
(Renewal applicants: also include your description of last year’s progress.)

3.  A copy of your scientific publications (do not include abstracts, theses, or other applications).  Include copies of papers in press.
A.  EDUCATION (indicate all since high school including education not completed, in progress and planned)
	
	Institution/

Location
	Major
	Degree
	Graduation Date
	GPA and scale

	Undergraduate
	
	
	
	
	

	Professional
	
	
	
	
	

	Graduate

Program
	
	
	
	
	

	Graduate

Program
	
	
	
	
	


Include information or comments needed to complete or clarify the above table (e.g. gaps in your education, graduate schools where you have applied, and your admittance status.) 

B.  RESEARCH EXPERIENCE (include student research projects, research employment, and other research work)

	Scientific 

Publications (including submitted)


	

	Invited Lectures


	

	Scientific 

Papers and Posters at Conferences


	

	
	Title
	Where
	Date
	Your Role and that of others

	Research

Projects not covered above

	
	
	
	


Add rows to the above table as necessary but avoid padding your application, e.g. a long list of research projects not published, presented, or submitted might not impress a reviewer.  Please list papers and abstracts submitted, accepted, and in press. 
C.  TEACHING EXPERIENCE ( include teaching done as a student, as employment, and as a volunteer)

	
	Course Title
	Institution
	Date
	Your Role

	Teaching

Training

Received
	
	
	
	

	Courses

Taught
	
	
	
	


Add rows to the above table as necessary but avoid padding your application.  Do not include graduate courses 
D.  OTHER RELEVANT INFORMATION (awards, scholarships, citations, etc)
E.  CURRENT STATUS (describe current educational and/or work status)
F.  STATUS NEXT ACADEMIC YEAR: Will you be registered as a graduate student in a full-time program of study training in research leading to the Masters or Ph.D. degree in Vision Science?
     


YES _____

NO ______

       Describe briefly the program and other activities in which you will be involved.

G.  By submitting this application, I pledge to promptly notify AOF of any changes in my academic plan during the application process and/or during the Ezell Fellowship.  If an AOF Ezell Fellowship is awarded, I will comply with the conditions described on the AOF website. 
All award recipients by application and acceptance of an award agree to allow the AOF and/or the sponsor of the program to which they applied to publish their name, image, institution information, and any statement or quote provided by the recipient. These will appear in a variety of media formats that will announce and promote the program including, but not limited to, the AOF and/or sponsor annual report, website, annual meeting promotional materials.
Signature:_________________________________________________________Date:______________________________________
Please have your research mentor review your application and personal statement before submitting.
AMERICAN OPTOMETRIC FOUNDATION

Ezell Fellowship Program

Request for Letter of Recommendation for Fellowship Applicant
I, ___________________________________, am requesting that the following individuals submit a confidential letter of recommendation as part of my application for an American Optometric Foundation Ezell Fellowship.:
	Recommender
	Email address
	Relationship to candidate 
(e.g. advisor)

	1.
	
	

	2.
	
	

	3.
	
	


It is recommended that you share a copy of your application with your recommenders and that the following aspects be addressed in the letter of recommendation:

1. How long and in what capacity have you known the applicant? 

2. Educational Qualifications, Background and Scholarship (explain any grades not on a 4.0 scale).

3. Her/His Research Abilities and Potential.

4. Her/His Actual and Future Teaching Capabilities.

5. Overall Evaluation of Applicant as a Future Full-time Optometric Researcher/Educator (make comparisons to former students and Ezell Fellows with whom the evaluators may be familiar).

Letters of recommendation must be submitted by March 16, 2012 to:
Attn: Tracy Kitts, Foundation Coordinator, with subject headline to read:

“Ezell, applicant’s name, institution”
AOF@aaoptom.org
     dedicated to the advancement�of optometric education and research
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