
American 
Academy of 
Optometry

2003 ANNUAL REPORT

The Future in Sight: Today’s Research, Tomorrow’s Practice™



American Academy of Optometry
6110 Executive Boulevard, Suite 506
Rockville, MD 20852 USA
phone 301.984.1441    
fax 301.984.4737 
www.aaopt.org



American Academy of Optometry

Table of Contents

Letter from the President and Executive Director 2

Academy 2003 Dallas 4

Academy 2003 Dallas Exhibitors 7

Academy Volunteers and Staff 8

Student Travel Fellowships 10

2003 Award Winners 11

Academy Membership 12

FAAO Class of 2003 14

Membership Sections 16

Diplomate Programs 17

Chapters 18

Geographic Distribution 21

Financials 22

Corporate Sponsors for 2003 24



page 2

Today’s Research, Tomorrow’s PracticeTM

Dear Colleagues:

2003 was a year of introspection as well as strategic planning for the Academy.

Volunteer leaders and staff spent time developing the future direction of the organi-

zation. The Board of Directors analyzed current and future forces that will impact

on the ability of the Academy to achieve its mission.  

The Board identified strengths of the Academy—the loyalty and quality of our

membership, our reputation, the international flavor of our organization, our staff,

and our programs—education at the annual meeting, sections and diplomate pro-

grams and the Ezell Fellowships. And they re-affirmed the Academy’s core values of

high standards, excellence and fellowship.

The Board concluded that the Academy’s greatest strength is our heritage and cul-

ture of fellowship between clinicians, educators and researchers. And they identi-

fied the Academy’s vision, Today’s Research, Tomorrow’s Practice™.

To successfully achieve our mission, we need to share knowledge through our meet-

ings, through our journal, Optometry and Vision Science (OVS), and through our

Web site. We will continue to support the development of new knowledge in the

vision sciences through the American Optometric Foundation (AOF), improve com-
munications with our current members and grow and diversify our membership.

The Academy worked to meet these goals throughout the year:

• The Annual Meeting in Dallas, Texas brought more than 3,500 members of the

optometric profession together for outstanding education.  

• OVS continued its climb in the rankings of scientific journals in the vision care

field; the journal’s impact factor was up for the eighth straight year! 

It is expected that the American Academy of Optometry
will constitute essentially a study group and a mutually helpful group, and that it will

gladly pass on the results of its investigations to the entire optometric profession.

— Chairman Eugene Wilson in his 1927 address to Academy membership

President 
Thomas L. Lewis, OD, PhD, FAAO



• We improved both the look and timeliness of our communications with 

members, focusing more on getting news and information out quickly 

(and at lower cost!) through e-mail and streamlined print materials.  

• The online Personal Program Planner (PPP) became fully operational in 2003, 

enabling attendees to customize their annual meeting experience based on the

education they want and need.

• And we continued to recruit members from around the globe, working especially

closely with the newly re-energized European (Continental) Chapter.

Today’s Research, Tomorrow’s Practice ™. It’s what the Academy has always 

been about—the dynamic link between scientific research and the practice 

of optometry.

Thomas L. Lewis, OD, PhD, FAAO Lois Schoenbrun, CAE, FAAO

President, 2003 & 2004 Executive Director
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Executive Director 
Lois Schoenbrun, CAE, FAAO

2002 & 2003 Board of Directors (from left): Drs. Richard E. Weisbarth, 
Joe Yager, Mark W. Eger, Karla Zadnik, P. Sarita Soni, Robert D. Newcomb, 

Thomas F. Freddo and Thomas L. Lewis



Academy 2003 Dallas: The Future in Sight: 
Today’s Research, Tomorrow’s Practice™

The stars were shining brightly over Dallas, Texas,

December 4-7, 2003, but not as brightly as the stars

in attendance at Academy 2003 Dallas! From the

meeting’s logo, which featured star shapes of an

image of the photoreceptor mosaic in a living human

eye taken with an adaptive optics fundus camera, 

to the best-of-the-best presenters in the educational 

program, Academy 2003 Dallas glowed. 3,500 regis-

trants experienced nearly 300 hours of education, a

jam-packed exhibit hall and the kind of fellowship

that only the Academy can provide.   

This year’s theme was The Future in Sight: Today’s

Research, Tomorrow’s Practice™. Instructors made 

the extra effort to present material that was not 

only thought provoking, but also useful for every-day optometric practice. The

Plenary Session, generously supported by Vision Service Plan (VSP), brought to-

gether internationally renowned clinicians and clinician researchers on discoveries

in nerve cell death, protection and nerve regeneration and their implications for 

glaucoma treatment.

The Lectures and Workshops (Ellerbrock) Program Committee selected numerous

stars of the Academy to present over 200 hours of diverse optometric and vision

science education. For the first time vision scientists from the Bascom-Palmer 

Eye Institute, the Veterans Affairs (VA) Hospitals, the Schools and Colleges of

Optometry, and Co-management Centers presented

Grand Rounds cases on vitreo-retinal, systemic disease,

neuro-ophthalmics, and glaucoma, respectively. This

session was well attended and the committee plans to

offer it again at Academy 2004 Tampa. The exhibit

hall sponsored continuing education (CE), as well as

interactive participant response programming, funded

by Novartis Ophthalmics, and also showcased stars

both lecturing and participating in the audiences. 
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The eight Academy membership sections succeeded at planning symposia that

reflected the most important trends in each of their areas of focus. The Association

for Research in Vision and Ophthalmology (ARVO)/American Academy of

Optometry (AAO) Joint Symposium, planned by the Vision Science Section and the

Section on Cornea and Contact Lenses, brought new knowledge in the Basis and

Treatment of Dry Eye to attendees. The Low Vision Section educated participants

on accessibility issues in the general environment and the Internet. Presenter Mike

May, whose sight was surgically restored in March 2000, drew attention to the

many issues that affect the visually impaired on an everyday basis.

The Monroe J. Hirsch Memorial Research Symposium introduced the science of

macular degeneration (AMD). Notable in the eminent panel of speakers were two

vision scientists, Deepak Edward, MD, and Peter Kaiser, MD, who laid out the

histopathology of AMD and then spoke of new treatment strategies. At the conclu-

sion of the symposium, Student Travel Fellowship recipients were awarded their

travel grant checks. There were over 100 students sponsored by industry and

Academy chapters this year! See page 10 for further details.

Extreme gratitude goes to the corporate sponsors of Academy 2003 Dallas. With-

out the generous support the Academy receives from such donors as CIBA Vision

Corporation® and VISTAKONTM, Division of Johnson & Johnson Vision Care, among

others, materials printed for our meetings would consist of black and white photo-

copies, and the students would have to brown-bag it at the student welcome reception!

We are extremely grateful to be able to access our e-mails and the Personal Program

Planner (PPP) at the Technology Pavilion sponsored by Novartis Ophthalmics. 

This year’s exhibit hall was chock-full of activities and

exhibitors. Along with the over 147 vision care compa-

nies exhibiting, attendees were able to hear informative

lectures on diagnosing and treating glaucoma at the

Academy Glaucoma Theater, browse the Western Wear

of Texas’ Wild Bill and enjoy delicious lunch and hors

d’oevres during exhibit hall hours. 

On December 6 Academy Fellows honored their own

during the annual Academy Awards ceremony. The 

true stars of the Academy, the honorees included 
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Gunilla Haegerström-Portnoy, and Anthony J. Adams, whose lectures on vision 

in elders and color studies of cone pathway sensitivity drew a standing-room-only

audience.

Attendees at the December 7 evening banquet were treated to the creative 

talents of Michael Ostaski of Art Explosion. His three paintings were auctioned off

in a rousing and humorous display by master of ceremonies (and experienced auc-

tioneer), Michael G. Harris. This unique experience

was followed by the presentation of nine new

Diplomates and the introduction of 105 new Fellows. 

Many thanks go out to all of the Academy volunteers

for their selfless dedication to the day-to-day work of

Academy life, especially to all who worked to make

this excellent annual meeting a reality! 
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Lab-Tech Inc.
Lacrimedics Inc.
Laser Diagnostic Technologies

(LDT)
Lens Dynamics Inc.
Lighthouse International
Lippincott, Williams & Wilkins
Lombart Instrument
Macular Degeneration 

Partnership
MagniSight, Inc.
Marco Ophthalmic
Medennium, Inc.
Medical Ophthalmics, Inc.
MediNotes
Medtronic Ophthalmics
Menicon America, Inc.
Merck US Human Health
Metro Optics
Mosby/W.B. Saunders - Elsevier
National Association for Visually 

Handicapped
National Keratoconus Foundation
Nova Southeastern University 

College of Optometry
Novartis Ophthalmics
Ocular Sciences, Inc.
Oculus, Inc.
Odyssey Medical, Inc.
OfficeMate Software Solutions
Ophthonix, Inc.
Optelec US, Inc.
Optical Connection Inc.
Optical Dynamics Corp.
Opti-Centre Laboratories
Optos North America
Paragon Vision Sciences
Pfizer Pharmaceuticals
Popular Leasing USA, Inc.
Precision Vision
Prevent Blindness America
Prima Systems
Primary Care Optometry News - 

SLACK

Progressive Vision Technology
Propper Manufacturing Co., Inc.
Pulse Data Humanware
Purilens, The Lifestyle Company
Review of Optometry
RLISYS Practice Solutions, Inc.
S&K Designs
Santen, Inc.
Santinelli International
Sauflon Pharmaceuticals
SBG Group LLC
Sonogage, Inc.
Stereo Optical Company, LLC
Surgical Specialties Corporation
Synemed
Talia Technology
Telesensory
Telscreen
The Exodus Group
Times Corporation
Topcon Medical Systems
Tru-Form Optics
U.S. Army Healthcare 

Recruiting Team
Universal Ophthalmic 

Instruments, Inc.
Veatch Ophthalmic Instruments
Versa Vision/Universal 

Software/Versa Suite
Vision Advantage, Inc.
Vision Medical Instruments, Inc.
Vision Science Software, Inc.
Vision Service Plan (VSP)
VISTAKON™, Division of 

Johnson & Johnson 
Vision Care

VISX, Incorporated
Volk Optical
Walters Low Vision Optics
WaveFront Sciences, Inc.
Welch Allyn, Inc.
Wild Bill's Western Store
X-Cel Contacts
Ziemer Ophthalmic Systems AG
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A.I.T. Industries
AARP
ABS, Inc. Smart Mirror
Accutome, Inc.
Addition Technology
Advanced Medical Optics (AMO)
Advanced Vision Research
Air Force Professions
Air National Guard
Alcon Laboratories, Inc.
Allergan
American Academy of Optometry
American Optometric Association
American Optometric Foundation
Art Optical Contact Lens, Inc.
Aurora Ministries
Autoflex Leasing
Bausch & Lomb
BCI
Beecher Research Co.
Blanchard Contact Lens, Inc.
Briot-Weco
C&H Contact Lens Inc.
Canon Medical Systems
Carl Zeiss Meditec Inc.
Carl Zeiss Optical, Inc.
Chadwick Optical, Inc.
Charles Schwab & Co., Inc.
CIBA Vision Corporation®

Compulink
Con-Cise Contact Lens Co.
Contact Lens Manufacturers 

Assn./GP Lens Institute
Contamac US, Inc.
CooperVision, Inc.
Cynacon/Ocusoft

Designs for Vision, Inc.
DGH Technology Inc.
Enhanced Vision Systems (EVS)
Eschenbach Optik of America
Essilor Contact Lenses
Essilor Lenses - Varilux
Eye Care Services, Inc.
Eye Cor
Eyefinity
eyeMaginationS, Inc.
Eyequip
Fashion Optical Displays
FCI Ophthalmics
First Insight Corporation
First Vision Media Group
Fused Kontacts Inc.
General Ophthalmics
Good-Lite Co.
Group Financial Services
Gulden Ophthalmics
Haag-Streit USA
HAI Laboratories, Inc.
Heidelberg Engineering
Heine
Hoya
HPSC, Inc.
Hydrogel Vision Corp.
Illinois College of Optometry
Independent Living Aids
Inspire Pharmaceuticals, Inc.
International Association of 

Contact Lens Educators 
(IACLE)

Keeler Instruments
Konan Medical, Inc./Datamed 

Devices

Academy 2003 Dallas Exhibitors
The Academy 2003 Dallas Exhibit Hall encompassed
a wide-range of exhibitors, the industry’s finest! While
visiting the 274 booths located in the hall, meeting
attendees were able to preview and experience cut-
ting-edge ophthalmic technology, review the latest
products and investigate the newest equipment that
our 147 exhibitors had to offer! Of special interest
were a new Glaucoma Theater, featuring four very
informative lectures on diagnosing and treating 
glaucoma, and a standing-room-only amphitheater
presenting Academy-sponsored education.  

A successful exhibit hall is vital for a successful 
meeting. Not only does it give attendees outstanding
opportunities and access to technology and the newest
trends, but it is also a major source of financial support
to the Academy. Thank you, exhibitors, for your support!
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Board Of Directors

President, Thomas L. Lewis
President-Elect, Joe Yager
Secretary-Treasurer,

Richard E. Weisbarth
Immediate Past-President,

Robert D. Newcomb
Board Members:

Mark W. Eger
Thomas F. Freddo
P. Sarita Soni
Karla Zadnik

Special Counsel To The Board
Michael G. Harris

Admittance Committee

Chair, Bernard J. Dolan
Vice Chair, Marcia W. Krasicky

Region 1: CT, DE, DC, ME, MD,
MA, NH, NJ, NY, PA, RI, VT
Chair, Barbara L. Reiss
Vice Chair, Jonathan A. Stevens
Andrew S. Gurwood
Walter Potaznick
Sharon Shaw
Nancy P. Wiggins

Region 2: AL, AR, FL, GA, KY,
LA, MS, NC, OK, SC, TN, 
TX, VA, WV
Chair, Stanley Woo
Vice Chair, J. Bart Campbell
Steven H. Eyler
Leslie R. Lamotte
Gary L. Mancil
Vissett S. Sun

Region 3: IA, IL, IN, KS, MI,
MN, MO, NE, ND, OH, SD, WI
Chair, Nancy Peterson-Klein
Vice Chair, Thomas G. Quinn
Dominick M. Maino
Sara L. Schamerloh
John L. Sterling
Mary B. Woehrle

Region 4: AK, AZ, CA, CO, 
HI, ID, MT, NV, NM, OR, 
UT, WA, WY
Chair, Dennis L. Smith
Vice Chair, Rodney D. Fair
Gary W. Asano
Stuart B. Frank
Jeffrey E. Gibbons
Christina Sorenson

Region 6: Scientists
Chair, Raymond A. Applegate
Gordon Heron
Vasudevan Lakshminarayanan
James O. LaMotte
Barry A. Weissman

Region 7: Federal Service
Chair, Sheila F. Anderson
Vice Chair, Kevin M. Moore
Steven G. Ferrucci
Nancy A. Nichols
Carol Z. Rymer
Annette J. Williamson

Region 8: International
Chair, Feike Grit
Vice Chair, Wolfgang Cagnolatti
Catherine A. Chiarelli
Macarena Fernandez-Baca
Jan E. Lovie-Kitchin

Region 9: Special Categories
Chair, Carl H. Spear, Jr.
Acting Chair, Mary E. Eastwood
Richard A. Goodson
Demetra Hamakiotes

American Optometric
Foundation 

Board Of Directors
President, Peter D. Bergenske
Anthony J. Adams
Mark W. Bullimore
Joan M. Exford
Richard M. Hill
Philip Keefer
Brian Levy
Timothy T. McMahon
Earl L. Smith III

Awards Committee

Chair, Donald R. Korb
Ian L. Bailey
Brett G. Bence
Peter D. Bergenske
Morris S. Berman
Joan M. Exford
Thomas W. Raasch
Joe Yager

Chapters Committee

Chair, Arthur T. Young

Chapter Presidents
California: Wesley T. Ota
Florida: Arthur T. Young
Hawaii: Dennis M. Kuwabara
Heart of America:

Michael W. Ohlson
Illinois: Louise A. Sclafani
Indiana: Max E. Bailey
New England:

Victor M. Finnemore
New Jersey: Leonard Strulowitz
New York: Terry R. Scheid
Northeastern Ohio:

Michael H. Greenberg
Oklahoma: Joseph A. Reichert
Oregon: Carole A. Timpone
Pennsylvania: G. Richard Bennett
Tennessee: Thomas R. Karkkinen
Virginia: Gay K. Tokumaru
Wisconsin: Scott A. Jens

Europe (Continental):
Wolfgang Cagnolati

Great Britain: Langis Michaud
Quebec (Canada):

Judith A. Morris

Faculty-Liaisons at 
Student Chapters
ICO: Mary Flynn Roberts
NEWENCO: Daniel Kurtz
NOVA: Lewis N. Reich
PCO: Ann-Marie Mader

Communications Committee

Chair, Sally M. Dillehay
Susan J. Gromacki
Janice M. Jurkus
Mohinder Merchea
Jeffrey J. Walline

Editorial Board

Editor-in-Chief,
Mark A. Bullimore

Harold E. Bedell
Barbara Caffery
Susan A. Cotter
David B. Elliott
Ruth E. Manny
Thomas T. Norton
Eli Peli
Thomas W. Raasch
Debra A. Schaumberg
William H. Swanson
John C. Townsend

Exhibits Committee

Chair, Jeffrey A. Myers
Michael M. Cohen
Joseph F. Molinari
Clarke D. Newman

Faculty-Student Liaison
Committee

Chair, Daniel Kurtz

United States Schools
IAUPR: Denis M. Livingstone
ICO: Mary Flynn Roberts
IU: Carolyn G. Begley
MCO-FSU: John Pole
NEWENCO: Dan Kurtz
NOVA: Lewis N. Reich

Academy Volunteers and Staff



Vision Science Section
Chair, William H. Ridder III
Vice Chair, Jerry R. Paugh
Gary L. Trick
Wayne A. Verdon

American Academy of
Optometry Staff

Executive Director:
Lois Schoenbrun

Executive Assistant and Office 
Manager: Jana Kurtz

Receptionist/Office Assistant:
Janelle Smith

Finance Director: Joni Hoskie
Bookkeeper: Fran Fooks
Foundation Director/
Development Officer:

Christine Armstrong
Development Associate:

Lara Fields
Knowledge Initiatives Facilitator: 

Helen Viksnins
Meetings and Exhibits
Coordinator:

Gloria Soto Nehemiah
Director, Membership and 
Communications:

Deborah K. Brandt
Membership and
Communications Assistant:

Ellen Ross

Low Vision Section
Chair, Marilyn K. Gilbreath
Vice Chair, William L. Brown
Sarah D. Appel
Richard L. Brilliant
Roger W. Cummings
Roanne E. Flom
Robert B. Greer
Curtis W. Keswick
John E. Musick
William F. O’Connell
Derrald G. Taylor
Douglas R. Williams

Optometric Education Section
Chair, Sam Quintero
Nancy B. Carlson

Primary Care Section
Chair, Douglas W. Hopkins
Vice Chair, Ann E. Clark 
Leonard R. Achiron
Harold R. Bohlman
Tara D. Brown
Andrew Gurwood
C. Ellis Potter
Michael Radoiu
Joseph W. Sowka

Public Health and
Environmental Optometry
Section
Chair, W. Howard McAlister
Satya B. Verma
Timothy A. Wingert

NSUCO: Thomas O. Salmon
OSU: Gilbert E. Pierce
PCO: Anne-Marie Mader
PUCO: Peter D. Bergenske
SCCO: Eunice Myung
SCO: Charles L. Haine
SUNY: Amelia G. Bartolone
UAB: William J. Benjamin
UCB: Meredith M. Whiteside
UH: Roger L. Boltz
UMSL: Timothy A. Wingert

International Schools
Australia QLD: Leo G. Carney
Australia UNSW:

Helen A. Swarbrick
Canada Montreal: Etty Bitton
Canada Waterloo:

Luigina Sorbara
Netherlands Utrecht:

Mirjam van Tilborg
New Zealand Auckland: 

Robert J. Jacobs
U.K. Aston: None
U.K. Bradford: David B. Elliott
U.K. Caledonian: Daphne L. 

McCulloch
U.K. Manchester: Nathan Efron

Lectures and Workshops
Committee

Chair, Brett G. Bence
Robert B. Greer
Mitchell R. Davis
John H. Hatch
Dennis R. Miller
John H. Nishimoto
Gerald J. Selvin
Jennifer L. Smythe
Tammy P. Than

Membership Committee

Chair, Howard B. Purcell
James A. Boucher
Charlene L. Haynes
Wesley T. Ota
Marcus G. Piccolo

Nominating Committee

Chair, John F. Amos
Rachel A. Coulter
Kathleen F. Freeman
Ronald L. Hopping
Dennis M. Kuwabara
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Research Committee

Chair, John C. Whitener
Joseph A. Bonanno
Mark A. Bullimore
Michael J. Giese
Gunilla Haegerström-Portnoy
Lyndon W. Jones
Donald O. Mutti
Earl L. Smith III

Scientific Program Committee

Chair, Thomas W. Raasch
Larry J. Davis
Suzanne M. J. Fleiszig
Ruth E. Manny
Robert P. Rutstein
Loretta B. Szczotka-Flynn
Dwayne D. Young

Academy Sections

Binocular Vision, Perception
and Pediatric Optometry
Section
Chair, Eric Borsting
Vice Chair, Kelly A. Frantz
Rachel A. Coulter
Graham B. Erickson

Section on Cornea And 
Contact Lenses
Chair, Joseph T. Barr
Vice Chair, Glenda B. Secor
Edward S. Bennett
Douglas P. Benoit
Timothy B. Edrington
Steven S. Grant
Janice M. Jurkus
Jeffrey C. Krohn
Timothy T. McMahon
Clarke D. Newman
Joel A. Silbert

Disease Section
Chair, Joseph F. Molinari
First Vice Chair, Nicholas 

Colatrella
Second Vice Chair, 

Joseph W. Sowka
Louis J. Catania
Freddy W. Chang
George W. Comer
Murray Fingeret
Lawrence G. Gray
William L. Jones
Mark Sawamura



Daisy Fu
Helen Gardiner
Shira Goldstein
Nicky Lai
Jake Lang
Michael Leong
Jill Liu
Ben Pilskalns
Kathryn Richdale
Rajni Singh
Long Tran
Suzanne Tran
Dean VanNasdale
Jessica Whittemore
Pam Wong

Low Vision Section Student
Travel Fellowship
Samuel Jarvis 

Other AAO Student Travel
Fellowships

New England College of
Optometry Student Council
Travel Fellowships
Barbara Cohn 
Patrick Scott

VISTAKON™, Division of
Johnson & Johnson 
Vision Care 
ARVO 2003 Travel Grants
Melissa D. Bailey
Shrikant R. Bharadwaj
Marcelline Ciuffreda
Lindsay Florkey
Ying Guo
Sanjeev Kasthurirangan
Pete Kollbaum
Srihari Narayanan
Fei Pan
Patrick T. Quaid
Aparna Raghuram
Nalini V. Rangaswamy
Mitra Sehi
Rajaraman Suryakumar
Abhiram S. Vilupuru

VISTAKON™, Division of
Johnson & Johnson 
Vision Care 
Public Health Travel Grants
Frank Dozen
Catherine Johnson
Crystal Klaahsen
Jennifer Hartzell
Scott Huffer
Vaakov Zacks

Sponsored by Academy
Chapters

Heart of America Chapter
(with generous support 
from Alcon)

Corey Christensen
Bethany Curtis

Indiana Chapter
Brian Van Der Ploeg

New England Chapter
David Bodkin
Andrew McLeod
Jasvinder Pabla 
Mahalakshmi Ramamurthy
Laura Vasilakos

Wisconsin Chapter
Jill Davids
Lindsay N. Florkey
Lisa Ostrin

Academy Section Travel
Grants

Cornea and Contact Lenses
Resident Travel Fellowships
Sponsored by CooperVision, Inc.

Hayley Adams
Michael Adams
David Berntsen
Tracy Bildstein
Nameera Chagpar
Charles Dominguez

Nathan L. Catterson
Allen M. Cheong
Jennifer D. Choo
Faiza Dossa
Pinakin Gunvant
Jill A. K. Hadler
Bridget C. Hendricks
Krister L. Holmberg
Kristine Huang
Ling C. Huang
Josephine O. Ibironke
Daniele Jean
Mark Kahrhoff
Gunta Krumina
Alice Lai
Dawn Lam
Trina Lau
Dana McLaughlin
Lee D. McPherson
Angela Minavi
Joseph P. O'Brien
Randy A. Omlor
Levi Porter
Ritesh Poudyal
Brian Puent
Nalini Rangaswamy
Margaret M. Read
Vasilios Roditis
Prem Nandhini Satgunam
Shital Shah
Manoj V. Subbaram
Rebecca Uhlig
Balamurali Vasudevan
Subha Venkataraman
Bin Wang
Grace Wang
Aaron B. Zimmerman

The Robert D. Newcomb
Student Travel Fellowship
Award for Leadership 

Jennifer Ash, AOSA National 
Student Liaison to the Academy

The Michael G. Harris
Student Travel Fellowship
Award for Leadership

Carol A. Bottjer

Frank W. Weymouth Student
Travel Fellowship

Srividhya Hariharan 

Irvin M. and Beatrice Borish
Student Travel Fellowship

Jason J. Nichols
Aparna Raghuram

Corporate Sponsored Student
Travel Fellowships

Bausch & Lomb
Brian Cho
Alina Gupta
Derek W. O'Donnell
William Prunty

VISTAKON™, Division of
Johnson & Johnson 
Vision Care
Philip N. Arner
Baharak Asefzadeh 
Kayla Baker
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Student Travel Fellowships

Over 400 students attended the Academy 2003 Dallas
meeting. Their program included two student-only
events: a Student Welcome Reception sponsored by 
VISTAKON™ and a Student Networking Luncheon
sponsored by CooperVision, Inc. 

Student attendees had full access to all Academy
events, thereby having the opportunity to not only
receive the best in Academy education, but also to
meet the top researchers, clinicians and practitioners
in the field of optometry and vision science. More
than 100 students were awarded travel fellowships 
to help defray the cost of attending the meeting.
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AMERICAN ACADEMY OF
OPTOMETRY AWARDS

Charles F. Prentice 
Lecture Award
Anthony J. Adams

The William Feinbloom Award
Bruce C. Wick

Carel C. Koch Memorial
Award
Melvin D. Shipp

Julius F. Neumueller 
Award in Optics
Joy Martin

Eminent Service Award
Sally M. Dillehay
Michael G. Harris

Garland W. Clay Award
Luke L-K Lin
Yung-Feng Shih
Chong-Bin Tsai
Chien-Jen Chen
Loung-An Lee
Por-Tying Hung
Ping-Kang Hou

Honorary Fellowship
Edward H. McManus

Life Fellowship
Alden N. Haffner

SECTION AWARD WINNERS

Section on Cornea and
Contact Lenses Awards

Founders’ Award
David Ewell
Robert M. Lohr

Max Schapero Memorial
Lecture Award
Nathan Efron

AMERICAN OPTOMETRIC
FOUNDATION

Glenn A. Fry Lecture Award
Gunilla Haegerström-Portnoy

Michael G. Harris Family
Award for Excellence in
Optometric Education
Kent M. Daum 

2003 Award Winners

2003-2004 William C. Ezell
Fellowships

American Academy of
Optometry Section on 
Cornea and Contact Lenses-
Ezell Fellow
Melissa Diane Bailey

Bausch & Lomb-Ezell Fellow
Andrew T. E. Hartwick

CIBA Vision-Ezell Fellow
Robert Wojciechowski

CooperVision-Ezell Fellow
Srihari Narayanan

Essilor-Ezell Fellow
Pete S. Kollbaum

Ocular Sciences-Ezell Fellow
Michael D. Twa

Vistakon-Ezell Fellows
Sandra Block
Susan Cotter

Gunnilla Haegerström-Portnoy
receives the Glenn A. Fry

Lecture Award from 
Academy President Tom Lewis.

Carel C. Koch Award winner
Melvin D. Shipp and Life

Fellowship recipient 
Alden N. Haffner at the 

awards ceremony. 

Anthony J. Adams, Charles F.
Prentice Medal Award 

recipient, lecturing on Color
Studies of Cone Pathway 
Sensitivity in Eye Disease.
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Academy Membership

The Academy was founded in 1922. Its mission to promote the art, science 

and research of vision care includes:

• Sponsoring educational programs that provide practitioners current 

information about all aspects of clinical practice

• Disseminating current knowledge that allows an understanding 

of new products and technology

• Initiating and supporting research programs in optometry and 

related sciences

• Creating opportunities for sharing results of research in vision

• Encouraging reporting of exceptional and instructive conditions 

encountered in practice

• Disseminating knowledge through Optometry and Vision Science, 

the official journal of the American Academy of Optometry

• Promoting the highest ethical and professional standards of practice. 

The Academy has three categories of membership: Fellow, candidate 

for fellowship and student.

MEMBERSHIP CATEGORIES ROUNDED TOTAL
(as of December 31, 2003)

Fellows

• Reside in the United States1 2750

• Fellow Emeritus2 550

• Reside in 38 countries outside of the U.S. 400

Candidates 500

Students 900

Total 5100

1 Represents less than 10 percent of the practicing optometrists in the U.S.

2 Fellow Emeritus status may be granted to any Fellow who has been 
a Fellow for at least 30 years and is over the age of 65, upon approval 
of the Board of Directors
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Fellows meet rigorous written requirements before taking and passing an oral

examination to become a “Fellow of the American Academy of Optometry

(FAAO).” Fellows are private practice optometrists, scientists and 

educators in vision science.

105 new Fellows were inducted during the Academy 2003 Dallas meeting. 

The Class of 2003 included representatives from eight countries and 34 states. 

MEMBER CATEGORIES

Students 18%

Fellows 73%

Candidates for Fellowship 9%

FELLOWS BY COUNTRY

United States  87%

Other 5%

Canada 4%
United Kingdom 2%

Australia 2%

FELLOWS PROFESSIONAL SETTING

Other 4%
Multidisciplinary 10%

Federal Service/
Government 9%

Educator 14%

Vision Scientist 4%
Retired 9%

Private Practice 50%

FELLOWS WHO SEE PATIENTS

Yes 86%

No 14%
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CANADA
Julie Brûlé
Larisia Hladun-Nickeson

CHINA
Helen Eng

ISRAEL
Moshe Schwartz

NIGERIA
Canice Asonye

SPAIN 
Maria J. Izquierdo

SWITZERLAND
Hanspeter Michel
Nina C. Mueller

UNITED KINGDOM
Paul Gifford

UNITED STATES

Alabama
Adam Shaikh

APO 
David J. Peterson

Arkansas
Matthew C. Renner

Arizona
Thelma G. Buelna-Barnes
Doug Hassenpflug
Dawn Heffelfinger 
Gay Nord
John C. Rockwell

California
Gene D. Calkins
Pamela E. Carlson
Julie S. Chen
Lee L. Cornforth
Kristine Eng
Orlando Guiang
Rita M. Hannum
Arby R. Hoobyar
Minna Huang
Lenore C. Hummelman
Carmen Jan
Andrew B. Mick
Marsha Nguyen

Colorado
Christie L. Barton

Florida
Kerry A. Giedd
Richard G. Zeber

Georgia
David C. Hicks
Jennifer Ramey

Iowa
Brian Kirschling

Illinois
Shmaila S. Tahir
Shelley Wu

Indiana
Laura K. Windsor

Kansas
Michelle L. Dent

Kentucky
Bob Greenlee
Pinakin Gunvant 

Massachusetts
Konstantin Booras

Maryland
Scott M. Han 
Sanjay Patel            
Scott M. Smearman          

Michigan
Bob M.C. Ho                
Michael J. Lipson            
Donald W. Mitchell          
Randall E. Myers             
Jennifer M. Sortor            

Minnesota
Megan Buliano           
Brian J. Snyder            

Missouri
Bryan Bowen             
Eric Polk              

Montana
Derek J. Melton            

North Carolina
Jeffrey T. Joy               
Thomas R. Miller, Jr.           

New Jersey
Jeffrey M. Roth              

New Mexico
Brian Culligan          

Nevada
Tamara S. Old               

New York
Harriett M. Canellos          
Jose E. Capo-Aponte       
Stacy Friedman          
Michelle N. Lee               
Mary Ellen Loughrey          
John Rundquist         
Jianhua Wang              
Andrea Yang              

Ohio
Phillip E. Apfel             
Briana J. Shelton           
Jason J. Singh             
Robert L. Sorrell           

Oklahoma
Trula Davis             
Angela S. Harris            
Nimesh Patel             
Angela M. Plant             
Daniel N. Woods             

Oregon
Daniel L. Mannen            

Pennsylvania
Andrew R. Gregory           
Janice Mignogna          

Rhode Island
Robert J. Parks             

South Carolina
William J. Denton            

Tennessee
Robyn Reesman           
Jeffrey Sonsino           
Janna Zbozien           

Texas
Sara Brown             
Carrie E. Campbell          
Patricia M. Cisarik           
Joe W. DeLoach           
Laura J. Frishman          
Kevin L. Gee               
Christine M. Harden            
Sheila Hartis            
Gordon C. Hendricks         
Michael S. Kaminski          
Kimberly A. Lambreghts        
Wanda L. Parham            
Anthony Tran              
Kenney H. Wells             
Tracey L. Yothers           

Utah
Neil J. Roberts           

Virginia
Celeste Lewis             

Washington
Kristen S. Griggs            
Abigail Neal

Fellows of the American Academy
of Optometry (FAAO) Class of 2003
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The recruitment of high quality candidates for Fellowship is one of the

Academy’s highest priorities and vital to its future. 

FELLOWSHIP GROWTH

0 500 1000 1500 2000 2500 3000 3500 4000

1998

1999

2000

2001

2002

2003

The Academy membership continues to become more diverse. In 1996, 

11 percent of the Fellows were female; now women represent 22 percent.

0

20 %

40 %

60 %

80 %

100 %

Fellows Candidates Students

MEMBERSHIP DATA

Male

Female
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Membership Sections

The Academy has eight areas of shared interest referred to as sections.

• Binocular Vision and Perception and Pediatric Optometry

• Cornea and Contact Lenses

• Disease 

• Low Vision 

• Optometric Education

• Primary Care

• Public Health and Environmental Optometry

• Vision Science

Each Academy Section conducts or fosters clinical, educational, research or 

related activities, including outstanding programs for the annual meeting and 

diplomate programs.

Future Academy Meetings

2004

December 9–12, 2004
Academy 2004 Tampa

Tampa Convention Center

2005

December 8–11, 2005
Academy 2005 San Diego

San Diego Convention Center

2006

December 7–10, 2006
Academy 2006 New Orleans

New Orleans Convention Center

2007

October 24–27, 2007
Academy 2007 Tampa

Tampa Convention Center

2008

October 22–25, 2008
Academy 2008 Anaheim

Anaheim Convention Center
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Diplomate Programs

Seven of the eight sections administer diplomate 

programs, which offer opportunities for Fellows 

to demonstrate the highest level of expertise in 

a given area of interest. 

• Binocular Vision and Perception and 

Pediatric Optometry

• Cornea and Contact Lenses

• Disease 

• Low Vision 

• Primary Care

• Public Health and Environmental Optometry

• Vision Science

About 300 Fellows, less than 10 percent of the Academy membership, have attained

this distinction. Among the benefits of becoming a Diplomate of a section are:

• Professional growth and goal achievement

• Recognition of expanded knowledge and skill in their practice or research area

• Participation in referral network of qualified colleagues

• Camaraderie and fellowship with leaders in the optometric and 

vision science field

Binocular Vision, Perception
and Pediatric Optometry
Clinical
Carmen N. Barnhardt 

(FAAO 1998)
Stanley W. Hatch (FAAO 1993)

Low Vision
Clinical
Dawn K. DeCarlo (FAAO 1997)
David C. Lewerenz (FAAO 1984)
Dennis W. Siemsen (FAAO 1982)

Research
Jan Lovie-Kitchen (FAAO 1983)

Primary Care 
Clinical
Ernest L. Bowling (FAAO 1998)

Public Health and
Environmental Optometry
Clinical
Jason J. Nichols (FAAO 2000)
Jeffrey L. Weaver (FAAO 1998)

New Diplomates (December 2003)
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Chapters

The Academy has 24 chapters, including four student chapters. They were 

established as a membership catalyst and serve to provide the continuous 

exchange of ideas in promoting the mission of the Academy.

Geographic
• European (Continental)

• Great Britain

• Quebec (Canada)

• United States: California, Florida, Hawaii, Heart of America, Illinois, 

Indiana, Michigan, New England, New Jersey, New York, Northeastern 

Ohio, Oklahoma, Oregon, Pennsylvania, Tennessee, Virginia and Wisconsin

Student 
• Illinois College of Optometry (ICO) 

• New England College of Optometry (NEWENCO) 

• NOVA Southeastern University College of Optometry

• Pennsylvania College of Optometry (PCO) 

Highlights of activities conducted by some of the chapters during 2003 follow.

European (Continental) Chapter

The main activity of the chapter in 2003 was the design of the Web site

(http://europe.aaopt.org), which informs Fellows of the Academy and other interested

eye care practitioners about the Academy, the chapter and European optometry

related topics. The Web site also informs optometry students and faculty members

about the different European universities and colleges in optometry and places for

clinical education. The second main activity of the chapter is facilitation of continuing

education in continental Europe. 

Contributed by Chapter President, Wolfgang Cagnolati



California

The California Chapter’s mission is to promote educa-

tion, research and interaction among researchers and

clinicians. Each year, the California Chapter allocates a

significant proportion of their funds from membership

dues and corporate donations to support student thesis

projects. The recipients for 2003 are the following. 

• Comparison of the Central Corneal Thickness in 

the Hispanic and Caucasian Population: Cynthia

Lau, Betty Chun, David Sendrowski

• The Effect of Head Tilt and Decreased Interpupillary Distance on 

Depth Perception: Trina Lau, Dawn Lam, David Kirschen

• A Comparative Study on the Antimicrobial Efficacy of Contact Lens

Disinfecting Systems, PuriLens vs. AOSept: Thu Nghia, Vu Q. Tran, 

Sunny Sanders

• A Survey of Various Optometric Testing Emphasized in Different Practice

Modes by California Optometrists: Melissa McGowan, Katy Stout, Heather

Teeter, Lawrence Thal, Michelle Hoff

The California Chapter also encourages student attendance at the Academy meetings. 

Contributed by Chapter President, Wesley T. Ota

Florida

The Florida Chapter held its 38th Annual Educational Meeting on May 9–10,

2003. There were 62 optometrists in attendance to hear lectures by Leo Semes,

Mark Dunbar and Jack Yager. The meeting was held at Mission Inn Golf and

Tennis Resort, Howey-In-The-Hills, Florida. Five corporate sponsors took part in

the program: Advanced Medical Optics (AMO); CIBA Vision Corporation®; Essilor;

VISTAKON™, Division of Johnson & Johnson Vision Care; and X-cel Contacts. 

The chapter provided a $1000 travel grant to Cristine Llerena of NOVA

Southeastern University, College of Optometry, to attend the Academy 2003 

Dallas meeting. 

Contributed by Chapter President, Arthur T. Young
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Indiana

The Indiana Chapter is proud to announce the 2003 Indiana University (IU) School

of Optometry Awards for graduating optometry students. This year’s winner of the

John P. Davey Award is Laura M. Emond, whose paper was entitled The Effects of

Using Various Colored Lenses on the Standard D-15 Test in Two Color Deficient

Populations. The 2003 winner of the Roy E. Denny Award is Paul T. Bertram. Dr.

Bertram’s paper was entitled Role of the Sodium Bicarbonate Transporter in

Bicarbonate Flux across the Corneal Endothelium. The Chapter annually provides

funding of $500 for each of these two awards for graduating optometry students. 

The Indiana Chapter also awarded a research grant to Suresh Viswanathan,

Assistant Professor of Optometry and Vision Science at the Borish Center for

Ophthalmic Research at the IU Optometry School. The $7,500 grant supported

work to purchase state-of-the-art electrodiagnostic equipment and to develop age

norms, so that the test results from patients with visual disorders can be compared

to the responses of normal patients in the same age range. The new Electrodiagnostic

Clinic will assist practitioners in Indiana with electrodiagnostic testing on a referral

basis, and offer demonstrations, lectures, and workshops in the form of continuing

education to practitioners to keep them updated about new developments in the

area of visual electrodiagnostics, relevant to clinical practice. 

In addition, the Indiana Chapter of the Academy once again provided a grant to

the IU Optometry Library for the purpose of supporting subscriptions to profes-

sional journals. 

Contributed by Chapter President, Max E. Bailey
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NY 
190

PA 
126

VA 
56

FL 
190

ME
12

NH 10

0
24

25
49

50
74

75
99

100
149

MA 105

NC 
60

SC 
18

GA 
53

AL 
45

MS 
7

LA 
14

AR 
5

MO
60

IA
23

MN 
30

ND 
11

MT 
15

WY 
13

ID 
9

WA 
73

OR 
49

CA 
409 CO 

51

UT
23

NV 
12

NM 
22

AK 
13

HI 
20

AZ 
46

SD 
9

NE
18

KS 
26

OK 
68

TX 
170

WV 
12

RI 12
CT 28

NJ 62

DE 7
MD 54

DC 4

TN 51

KY 14

OH 
130

MI 
71

WI 
28

IL 
111

IN 
79

VT 6

150+

Geographic Distribution

Alabama AL 45
Alaska AK 13
Arizona AZ 46
Arkansas AR 5
California CA 409
Colorado CO 51
Connecticut CT 28
Delaware DE 7
Florida FL 190
Georgia GA 53
Hawaii HI 20
Idaho ID 9
Illinois IL 111
Indiana IN 79
Iowa IA 23
Kansas KS 26
Kentucky KY 14
Louisiana LA 14
Maine ME 12
Maryland MD 54
Massachusetts MA 105
Michigan MI 71
Minnesota MN 30
Mississippi MS 7
Missouri MO 60

Montana MT 15
Nebraska NE 18
Nevada NV 12
New Hampshire NH 10
New Jersey NJ 62
New Mexico NM 22
New York NY 190
North Carolina NC 60
North Dakota ND 11
Ohio OH 130
Oklahoma OK 58
Oregon OR 49
Pennsylvania PA 126
Rhode Island RI 12
South Carolina SC 18
South Dakota SD 9
Tennessee TN 51
Texas TX 170
Utah UT 23
Vermont VT 6
Virginia VA 56
Washington WA 73
Washington DC 4
West Virginia WV 12
Wisconsin WI 28

Wyoming WY 13
Puerto Rico PR 6
Overseas Military AE 19
Overseas Military AP 7

United States 2752

Argentina 1
Australia 60
Austria 5
Bahamas 1
Belgium 2
Bermuda 1
Canada 134
China 12
Denmark 3
France 4
Germany 12
Ghana 1
Honduras 1
Hungary 1
India 1
Iran, Islamic Republic of 1
Ireland 1
Israel 3

Italy 3
Jamaica 1
Japan 4
Lebanon 1
Malaysia 2
Mexico 1
Netherlands 17
New Zealand 16
Nigeria 2
Norway 3
Philippines 1
Portugal 1
Singapore 1
South Africa 10
Spain 13
Sweden 3
Switzerland 24
Thailand 1
United Kingdom 78
Zimbabwe 1

Other Countries 427

GRAND TOTAL 3179

Fellows* by State and Country  (As of December 31, 2003)

*Excludes Emeritus and Life Fellows
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C O N S O L I D A T I N G

The American Academy of Optometry

Temporarily Permanently
Unrestricted Restricted Restricted Total

Revenue, support and gains:

Annual meeting $ 1,676,206 $ 1,676,206
Membership 891,056 891,056
Contributions 11,300 $  271,500 $   20,000 302,800
In-kind contributions -
Investment earnings 49,149 11,574 300 61,023
Publications 31,950 31,950
Royalties 78,069 78,069
Sections 3,900 3,900
Other revenue 15,682 15,682
Net assets released from restrictions 281,110 (281,110) -
Total revenue, support and gains 3,038,422 1,964 20,300 3,060,686

Expenses:

Program expenses:
Annual meeting 1,503,148 1,503,148
Publications 405,249 405,249
Membership 205,206 205,206
Committees 158,904 158,904
International meeting 4,841 4,841
Sections 18,746 18,746
Scholarships, grants, 92,873 92,873

awards and special funds
Contributions to other organizations 45,744 45,744
Total program expenses 2,434,711 2,434,711

Fundraising expenses: 22,118 22,118

Management and general expenses:
General and administrative 172,188 172,188
Executive council or governance 35,403 35,403

Total management and 207,591 207,591
general expenses

Total expenses 2,664,420 2,664,420

Change in net assets 374,002 1,964 20,300 396,266

Net assets, July 1, 2002 560,251 411,626 107,000 1,078,877

Net assets, June 30, 2003 $   934,253 $  413,590 $ 127,300 $ 1,475,143

The American
Academy of
Optometry 
and Affiliate

Consolidated Statement 
of Activities

For the Year Ended 
June 30, 2003
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I N F O R M A T I O N C O N S O L I D A T E D  T O T A L S

American Optometric Foundation, Inc.

Temporarily Permanently Temporarily Permanently
Unrestricted Restricted Restricted Total Eliminations Unrestricted Restricted Restricted Total

$ 1,676,206 $ 1,676,206
891,056 891,056

$   84,591 $ 312,281 $   396,872 95,891 $    583,781 $   20,000 699,672
16,674 16,674 $ (16,674) -- -
20,710 31,941 $       600 53,251 69,859 43,515 900 114,274

31,950 31,950
78,069 78,069
3,900 3,900

15,682 15,682
165,208 (165,208) - 446,318 (446,318) -
287,183 179,014 600 466,797 (16,674) 3,308,931 180,978 20,900 3,510,809

1,503,148 1,503,148
405,249 405,249
205,206 205,206
158,904 158,904

4,841 4,841
18,746 18,746

194,948 194,948 287,821 287,821

(16,674) 29,070 29,070
194,948 194,948 (16,674) 2,612,985 2,612,985

95,772 95,772 117,890 117,890

34,367 34,367 206,555 206,555
35,403 35,403

34,367 34,367 - 241,958 241,958

325,087 325,087 (16,674) 2,972,833 2,972,833

(37,904) 179,014 600 141,710 - 336,098 180,978 20,900 537,976

427,369 446,182 178,000 1,051,551 - 987,620 857,808 285,000 2,130,428

$ 389,465 $ 625,196 $ 178,600 $ 1,193,261 $          - $ 1,323,718 $ 1,038,786 $ 305,900 $ 2,668,404 
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Patron ($150,000 +)
VISTAKON™, Division of 

Johnson & Johnson Vision Care

CIBA Vision Corporation® and 

Novartis Ophthalmics

Benefactor ($75,000–$150,000)
Alcon

Bausch & Lomb

Vision Service Plan (VSP)

Supporter ($15,000–$49,999)
Advanced Medical Optics (AMO)

Allergan

CooperVision, Inc.

Essilor

Heidelberg Engineering

Ocular Sciences, Inc.

Paragon Vision Sciences

Pfizer Ophthalmics

VISX

Friend ($5,000–$14,999)
Boucher Communications, Inc.

Inspire Pharmaceuticals

Merck & Co. 

Menicon 

Optos North America

Santen, Inc.

Other
COIL

Eschenbach

Fresnel Prism & Lens Co.

Gulden Ophthalmics

Haag Streit

Odyssey Medical 

Review of Optometry

Stereo Optical

Vision Advantage

Thank You To Our Corporate Sponsors For 2003

The American Academy of Optometry (AAO) and the American Optometric

Foundation (AOF) thank the following corporations for their generosity.

Please support the companies that support the Academy—in your practice— 

where it counts the most! 
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