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T he Foundation is delighted to
announce the recipients of this
year’s AOF- VISTAKON®

Residency Awards. These Awards are
intended to promote post-graduate opto-
metric clinical education by supporting
residents who demonstrate talent and
commitment in the fields of children’s
vision and contact lenses. These are high-
ly competitive fellowships with the recipi-
ents selected from over 30 applicants by
the American Optometric Foundation.

Each awardee will receive $4,000 toward
their graduate education, including a
$750 travel fellowship to attend the
Annual Meeting of the American
Academy of Optometry in Orlando,
November 11-14.

2009 Terrance N. Ingraham
Pediatric Optometry Residency
Award
Catherine McDaniel, O.D., M.S.
University of Houston College of Optometry

Aparna Raghuram, O.D., Ph.D.
New England College of Optometry

2009 George Mertz Contact Lens
Residency Award
Gloria Chiu, O.D.
Southern California College of Optometry
Karen DeLoss, O.D.
University of Houston College of Optometry

2009 Sheldon Wechsler Contact
Lens Residency Award
Kristine Dalton, O.D.
University of Waterloo, School of
Optometry

Emily Kachinsky, O.D., M.S.
New England College of Optometry •

Foundation Announces AOF-VISTAKON® Residency Awards

My, You’ve Grown!
The past five years have been a

time of extraordinary growth sparked
by strong corporate supporters, new
partnerships and the generosity of
Academy Fellows, friends, and fami-
lies. Five years ago, the Foundation
had assets of just over $1 million. In
spite of the recent financial downturn,
we now have assets of over $2.5 mil-
lion. Five years ago, the Foundation
had one endowed Ezell Fellowship.
We now have five with others coming
soon. Five years ago, the Foundation
gave $200,000 in awards. This past
year, we gave $400,000. Five years
ago, the Foundation listed 31 individ-
uals or couples in our Presidents
Circle. We now have 67, including 
15 Gold members. •

VISTAKON® is First Member of
Foundation’s Visionary Circle

When an organization starts a 
new giving level, it means
something truly exceptional 

has occurred. VISTAKON®, a Division of
Johnson & Johnson Vision Care, Inc, has
been a leader among leaders when it comes
to the Foundation. In the last seven years
alone, it has contributed over $1 million.
With Vistakon’s support, the Foundation
has provided research grants to scores of
researchers, funded dozens of Ezell
Fellows, and given scholarships to hun-
dreds of optometry students. At the 2008
AOF Celebration Luncheon, VISTAKON®
was recognized as the first member of the
Foundation’s Visionary Circle. We look 
forward to others joining as well. •

Mark Bullimore recognizes VISTAKON®
as the first Visionary Circle member.  VIS-
TAKON® Vice-President Pat Cummings
accepts the recognition. 
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Mark Bullimore, 
MCOptom, PhD, FAAO
Development Director

Tracy Kitts
Foundation Coordinator

Optometric Glaucoma Society 
Completes $200,000 Endowment Goal

Alittle over two years ago, the 
forward-thinking Optometric
Glaucoma Society committed to

endowing an Ezell Fellowship. The goal
was to raise $200,000 from sponsors,
members, and clinicians. That goal has
been met, due in no small part to the
leadership and vision of Murray
Fingeret and John Flanagan. In 2008,
the Foundation awarded its first
Optometric Glaucoma Society Ezell
Fellowship to Joe Wheat of the
University of Houston. • Optometric Glaucoma Society 2008 Ezell

Fellow Joe Wheat with Society President
John Flanagan

New Foundation
Officers Elected

At the October Board Meeting,
Anthony J. (Tony) Adams was
elected Foundation President

and Joseph (Joe) Molinari was elected
Secretary-Treasurer. •

Foundation President Tony Adams 

New Presidents
Circle Members

The Presidents Circle honors
donors who have made gifts or pledges
of $10,000. Since the beginning of the
year, the Foundation has welcomed
three new members of the Presidents
Circle: Milton Levin, OD, Lou
Phillips, OD, and Gil Pierce, OD,
PhD, FAAO. •

Foundation’s
Annual Report 
to Mail in April

If you’ve enjoyed catching up with
the Foundation’s news on these two
pages, then you’ll enjoy the
Foundation’s Annual Report even
more. With over 20 pages of photo-
graphs, recognitions, and awards,
please take the time to review another
successful year. •

AOF Welcomes
New Coordinator

T racy Kitts joined the Foundation
last October. Her baptism by fire
included coordinating all of the

Foundation’s activities on-site at the
Annual Meeting in Anaheim. This was
quite a feat for someone new to the job.
Tracy can be reached at tracyk@
aaoptom.org and 301-984-4734. Welcome
Tracy! •

Tracy Kitts with Dr. Irvin Borish
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VISIONARY
($200,000+)
CIBA Vision
VISTAKON®

PATRON
($125,000 to 199,999)
Alcon
Bausch & Lomb
Carl Zeiss Vision

Benefactor 
($75,000 to $124,999)

Sponsor 
($50,000–$74,999)
Abbott Medical Optics (AMO)
Allergan
CooperVision
Vision Service Plan (VSP)

Thank You to Our 2008 Corporate Sponsors

Supporter  
($15,000 - $49,999)
Essilor
Haag Streit USA
LWW VisionCare Group/Optometric
Management

Friend  
($5,000 to $14,999)
Carl Zeiss Meditec
Eschenbach
First Vision Media Group
Humanware
Lasik Plus
Medennium
Odyssey Medical
Optos
Paragon Vision Services
Review of Optometry/JOBSON
SLACK/Primary Care Optometry News
Topcon
Western University
X-Cel Contacts  
ZeaVision

*As of March 27, 2009 •

The American Academy of Optometry and the American Optometric Foundation
(AOF) thank the following corporations for their support throughout the year*. 


