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Requirements for a Research Diplomate

The following outlines the protocol and requirements for nonclinical experts to attain Diplomate status in the Binocular Vision and Perception Section. The purpose of this award is to permit Diplomate status for those individuals who contribute significantly to the field of binocular vision and perception but who are not in clinical practice and do not provide direct patient care of any kind and thus are unable to meet the qualifications of the Clinical Diplomate program. Attainment of the Research Diplomate status entitles full rights and privileges of the Clinical Diplomate. 

To apply as a Research Diplomate Candidate, you must: 

1. Be a Fellow in good standing of the American Academy of Optometry. 

2. Submit an application and CV indicating your desire to become a Research Diplomate of the Section. The application should be returned together with an application fee of $100 (made payable to the American Academy of Optometry) prior to June 15th of the year in which any part of the requirements will be undertaken to: 

Binocular Vision and Perception Section Diplomate Program
American Academy of Optometry
6110 Executive Blvd., Suite 506
Rockville, MD 20852
301-984-1441, fax 301-984-4737, email aaoptom@aol.com 

3. Your application will be reviewed by the Research Diplomate Committee to determine if you qualify for Research status. The committee will review your CV and determine if you have meet the criteria of "significant contributions to the field of binocular vision and perception." Once the committee recommends that you are qualified, you must complete the following steps: 

a. Submit a scholarly scientific paper (~50 pages) on a topic to be agreed upon by the examining committee and the candidate. 

b. Pass an oral examination focused on your expertise and general knowledge of topics within the scope of interest of the Binocular Vision and Perception Section. 

As an applicant for diplomate status under the above procedure, you must complete the requirements within five years of application and payment of the application fee. If you have not completed the process within this time period, a new application form and new application fee are required. 

A diplomate who attains Diplomate status by completing the Research examinations but who later enters clinical practice will retain diplomate status until the end of the calendar year following entry into clinical practice. 

Scientific Paper Requirement

1. Once you have made application, you should contact the Diplomate Chair to discuss possible topics for an appropriate paper. 

2. You must submit five topics appropriate for a scientific paper of approximately 50 manuscript pages. The Diplomate Committee will rule out any unacceptable topics and you may then write your paper on any one of the remaining topics. 

3. Once a suitable topic is agreed upon, you must submit 3 copies of an outline of the proposed paper to the Diplomate Chair. 

4. Upon acceptance of the outline, you may write and submit, in triplicate, the paper. Co-authored papers will not be accepted. The paper must be submitted by September 15th. The committee will referee the paper and it must be accepted before the Annual Meeting. (You will reserve all publishing rights to the paper). 

Oral Examination Requirement

After the paper is accepted by the Diplomate Committee, you will need to pass the oral examination. This examination will center on, but not be limited to, your area of expertise and your general knowledge of Binocular Vision and Perception. It is usually given by three members of the Section in a private setting. Typically, there will be a past Section or Diplomate Chair, and two members of the Research Diplomate committee. Those eligible for the oral examination will be scheduled between Friday PM and Saturday PM. It is important that the Diplomate Chair know your hotel room number, so you can be contacted to schedule your exam time. 

Change of Status

A diplomate who attains Diplomate status by completing the Research examinations but who later enters clinical practice will retain diplomate status until the end of the calendar year following entry into clinical practice. This rule will apply to part-time as well as full-time clinical practice. To regain Diplomate status after entry into clinical practice, the diplomate must reapply for examination as a clinician, pay all applicable examination fees, and successfully complete the examination process. During the interim period between entry into clinical practice and successful completion of the examination process, the diplomate will not use the designation "Diplomate of the Binocular Vision and Perception Section of the American Academy of Optometry" or any similar language on any material associated with the individual's practice. Failure to adhere to this rule will preclude acceptance of the application to take the clinical examination until all such material is out of circulation. 

